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1. The changes for this year are:
a. Entries will be submitted on an excel document that will be used to enter the names and qualifying time/distance into the Meet Manager program. This means that students will be seeded for all events.  In previous years we have allocated lanes to Districts.
b. Due to not being able to finish the program since it became a combined event within the time requested by schools, there WILL NOT be finals run in the Hurdles, 100 metres and 200 metres events. ie the events will be conducted like the Division swimming in that the student’s time recorded in the heat will be what is used to determine the placings. 
c. Instead of all of the fee being paid to the one school, Districts will pay the fee to their District Coordinator ie Geelong North Districts to Doug (Rollins) and Bellarine Districts to Brad (Torquay). 
d. The fee has risen from an average of $2 per student to $2.20 to cover the increase in costs and having to cover the cost of an additional CRT as there are now two Division coordinators. 
2. Things that haven’t changed from last year are: 
a. The District Coordinator, or District Track and Field Coordinator, is the only person who can nominate a student to compete at the Division event. Multiclass entries and Invitations must come through the school and include all of the required documentation. No extensions will be given to facilitate late entries. 
b. If a child was unable to participate at the District event and requests an invitation to compete at the Division event, they must (1) apply under one of the seven criteria listed the SSV Invitation Policy guidelines. Note: Official error (e) refers to a paid SSV employee, not a teacher, District Coordinator or person officiating at the District event (https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Downloads%20Library/Invitation%20Policy%20-%20Interschool%20Sport.pdf) and (2) have demonstrated their ‘quality’ through the submitting verified (not by a parent/coach) performances that indicates they are likely to finish in the upper half of the field. PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ‘SPACE’ IS THE FIRST CONSIDERATION WHEN CONDSIDERING AN INVITATION ie under no circumstances will an invitation be granted for relay or 200 metres events unless a District does enter the permissible number of competitors. The closing date for invitations is the same day as the closing date for entries (31/8/2018)
c.  It is being held in the second last week of term in case we get a bad week of weather and have two ‘washouts’. 
d. We will be attempting to get experienced people to run each event. These people will again be paid. The problem we need to overcome is how they get paid because we are not permitted to pay them using vouchers and we would prefer not to pay them through ‘local payroll’ because of the additional work it creates for our Business Managers. 
e. For track events, the Belmont, Deakin, MacKillop, West Geelong, City to Surf, Connewarre, Mercy and Surfcoast Districts will be able to nominate 3 competitors and the Corio, Moorabool, East Geelong and Peninsula will nominate 2 competitors
f. For Field events, all Districts will be able to nominate 2 competitors. 
g. The Track Events will be run in the order of 9/10 Bellarine Girls, 9/10 Bellarine Boys, 9/10 Geelong North Girls, 9/10 Geelong North Boys, 11 Bellarine Girls, 11 Bellarine Boys, 11 Geelong North Girls, 11 Geelong North Boys, 12/13 Bellarine Girls, 12/13 Bellarine Boys, 12/13 Geelong North Girls, 12/13 Geelong North Boys.
h. The Multiclass events will be run as a ‘single event’ but ribbons will be awarded for the three age groups (9/10, 11 and 12/13)
3. The “logic” behind the timetable is that experience suggests that it is: 
· unlikely that a student will be in
·  high jump and shot put or long jump and discus; or
· a long distance event and a sprint
· likely that there will be a number of students competing in 
· the long jump/triple jump double; or 
· the distance events (1500 and 800) double
· Having the hurdles as the first event means that they can be set up prior to the day starting. To ensure the hurdles height is only changed once, the 9/10 and 11 heats are conducted before the 12/13 heats.
4.   The 1500 metre races will be run in Divisions with the boys and girls be on the track at the same time. The plan is that the girls will start when the boys have completed about half a lap ie Race 1 - Bellarine 9/10 years girls and boys, Race 2 - Geelong North 9/10 years girls and boys, Race 3 - Bellarine 11 years girls and boys, Race 4 - Geelong North 11 years girls and boys, Race 5 Bellarine 12/13 years girls and boys, Race 6 Geelong North 12/13 years girls and boys This format has been chosen because running the boys or girls from the two Divisions didn’t work as well as expected because some students either didn’t get the wrist band that was used to signify which District they were from or wore one when they shouldn’t have. To assist at the finish line, the girls will be required to wear a wristband. 
  5.  The 800 metre races will be started in lanes, as occurs at the Region and State events. There will be 2 students per lane and they have to stay in their lanes for (approximately) the first 100 metres. This is how the 800 metres event is conducted at the Region and State events. 
5.   There will be one relay team from each District.

Schools are responsible for ensuring their students are supervised by a staff member or school approved parent at all times. Under no circumstances are students to be left unsupervised at any time. 

OFFICIALS
At this stage, Districts will be required to provide 3 officials. Under Duty of Care guidelines, a person who is nominated as an official cannot be responsible for supervising students from his/her school.
· The ‘chief’ for each of the field events will be provided.  This is likely but yet to be confirmed.
· We will be using the Timing Gates from the Corio Little Athletics Centre so there is no need for judges or timekeepers. An operator for the gates will be provided. 
· A qualified starter will start the track events. 


ENTRY GUIDELINES

CLOSING DATE
The closing date for entries – able bodied, multiclass and invitations – is Friday 31st August. LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

WHICH STUDENTS SHOULD BE ENTERED?
Only ‘quality’ students should be entered ie Districts do not have to fill all the available spaces if they don’t have students up to a “Division standard”. This is particularly relevant for the 800 and 1500 metres as we don’t want to start a race until everyone from the previous race has finished. Also, it is very disheartening for a student to finish a long way behind the leading group/winner.  





HIGH JUMP
There is a qualifying height for all of the high jump events. The qualifying height will be the starting height for each event. These are: 
	
	Boys qualifying height
	Girls qualifying height

	9/10 years
	105 cm
	100 cm

	11 years
	110 cm
	105 cm

	12/13 years
	115 cm
	110 cm



HOW MANY COMPETITORS CAN A DISTRICT ENTER?
· FIELD EVENTS - 2 students can be nominated from each district in every event
· TRACK EVENTS – In each Division, 4 Districts can nominate 3 entrants and the other 2 Districts can nominate 2 entrants.  The heats are ‘seeded’ so, based on the submitted times, those ranked 1 – 8 run in one heat and those ranked 9 – 16 run in the other. Refer to 2 (e) to see how many competitors can be nominated by your District.
· RELAYS – 1 team for each event

CHANGES TO THE TEAM SUBMITTED
Regardless of the circumstances, no changes are permitted for any individual events after the closing date for entries (31st August 2018).
The names of members for the relays are not required to be submitted. The only condition is that the members satisfy the relevant conditions as stated on the SSV website 
· A competitor may compete in a different relay age group to their individual event age group.
· Competitors may only compete in one age group in relays. 
· The four members of each relay team must be students at the same school/campus.
· Small schools from the same Sports District with a combined enrolment of 300 pupils or less may select a combined relay team. NOTE: If the winning team at the District competition comes from schools with a combined enrolment of greater than 300, you may ask for permission for the team to compete on the understanding that they will not be permitted to progress to the Region event if they win the Division event. 
· Primary Girls are permitted to compete in a Primary Boy/Mixed Relay provided they do not also compete in a Primary Girls’ Relay. Boys are not permitted to compete in the Girls’ Relay

COST
As with last year, the charge will be per District, not per individual. The approx. cost per student is $2.20 plus GST. The fee is to be paid by the District, not individual schools, to their Division Coordinator. 
The cost, inclusive of GST, for the Districts that can nominate three track entrants - Belmont, Deakin, MacKillop, West Geelong, City to Surf, Connewarre, Mercy and Surfcoast - will be $410
The cost, inclusive of GST, for the Districts that can nominate two track entrants (Corio, Moorabool, East Geelong and Peninsula) will be $340 
